of heavén " , F

ﬁ@ ﬂﬁﬂi@ treasure

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

205 St. Paul’s Church Road, Salisbury, NC 28146
Website: StPaulsLutheran.Church

Acolyte: Otto Newsome « Crucifer: Sophie Hoffner
Cantor: Andrew Baker « Lector: Chloe Monroe
Communion Assistants: Travis Alligood & Bonnie Hinson






This Week’s Memory Verse

We know that
for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called
according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28
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Welcome and Announcements

Prelude: “St. Denio” Robert Lau

Please stand.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Confession of Sin 73

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and
confess our sin to God our Father, imploring him, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

Who made heaven and earth.

I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Reflection and self-examination

I am the LorD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

You shall have no other gods before me.

?You shall not take the name

of the Lord your God in vain;

for the Lord will not hold guiltless
those who take his name in vain.

3Remember the Sabbath day
to keep it holy.

+Honor your father

and your mother,

that your days may be long
in the land which the Lord
your God is giving you.

5You shall not kill.

You shall not commit adultery.



7You shall not steal.

8You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.

You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
his workers, his livestock,
or anything that is your neighbor’s.

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess
to you, that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we
flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your
grace, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us.
Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us remission of all
our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of
you and of your will, and true obedience to your word, so that
by your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and
has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us

all our sins. To all who believe in his name, he gives power to
become children of God, and bestows on them his Holy Spirit. All
who believe and are baptized shall be saved. Grant this, O Lord,
unto us all. Amen

Hymn: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 40

Greeting 74

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie Eleison 74
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day 77
y Leader Congregation:
[ o L IT il |
| < | I i |
e I o 11 il |
NV =i -~ 11 i |
D) @ - =
The Lord be with you. And with your  spirit

O God, your almighty power is most clearly shown in your mercy
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share in your heavenly joy—through Jesus

Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and A - men

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one ot 1
God, now and forever. - 1

Please be seated.

First Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:6—9

*[Moses said to the Israelites,] “For you are a people holy to the
Lorp your God. The LorD your God has chosen you to be a
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who

are on the face of the earth.7It was not because you were more in
number than any other people that the LorD set his love on you
and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, ®but it is
because the LorD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore
to your fathers, that the LorD has brought you out with a mighty



hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. °Know therefore that the LorD your
God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a
thousand generations ....”

The word of the Lord

Psalter: Psalm 125:1-5

"Those who trust in the Lorp are | like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but stands | fast forever.
“The hills stand a- | bout Jerusalem;
so does the Lorp stand round about his people,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
5The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the
land allotted | to the just,
so that the just shall not put their | hands to evil.
“Show your goodness, O Lorb, to those | who are good
and to those who are | true of heart.
5As for those who turn aside to crooked ways,
the LorD will lead them away with the | evildoers;
but peace be | upon Israel.

Second Lesson: Romans 8:28-39

»We know that for those who love God all things work together
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. *For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed

to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. **And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those
whom he justified he also glorified. ¥What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? **He who
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things? *Who shall bring
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3¥Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died — more than that,
who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us.*Who shall separate us from the love of



Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,

or nakedness, or danger, or sword? *As it is written, “For your
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep
to be slaughtered.”’No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 3*For I am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things
to come, nor powers, *nor height nor depth, nor anything else

in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation Piease stand for the Gospel.
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Glory be to you, O Lord
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

“4[Jesus said to the disciples,] “The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field. #Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, “who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it. #Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of
every kind. 4¥When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down
and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad.

#So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous s°and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. ©"Have you understood all these things?” They said to him,
“Yes.”s*And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house,
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of our Lord
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Praise be to you, O Christ

Confession of Faith 81
Let us profess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please be seated.

Children’s Chat

Sermon: “Do you understand?”

Hymn: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 39
Prayers of the Church

Following each prayer: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy—through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Offering

Scan the QR code to the right to be taken directly to

the giving page on your phone or tablet. Ushers will also pass the
offering plates along each row.

Anthem Guitarist, Stan McConnell

Exhortation

Preface 86
Leader Congregation

The Lord be with you. And with  your spir - it
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation
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It is right to  give him thanks and  praise.

It is truly good, right, and good for us, that we should at all

times, and in all places, give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ, your dear Son,
our Lord and Savior, who ascending above the heavens and sitting
at your right hand, poured out the Holy Spirit as he had promised
upon the chosen disciples, causing the whole earth to rejoice.

Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you, and saying:

Sanctus 89
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in the high - est Bless - ed is he who comes in  the
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The Lord’s Prayer 90

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
*thy kingdom come,
’thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
“Give us this day our daily bread;
sand forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
¢and lead us not into temptation,
’but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples saying: Take, eat, this is my body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it

to them saying: Take, and drink of it, all of you. This cup is the
new testament in my blood, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

Agnus Dei 91
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grant us peace. A - - - - - - men.
Distribution of Communion 92

If you need a gluten-free wafer or juice, please hold up your index finger in front of
you as the server approaches you at the altar rail. A pastor will bring communion
to the pews for those who are unable to come to the rail. Please raise your hand so he
doesn’t miss you.

May the body and precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in true faith to everlasting life.

Thanksgiving 92
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this your salutary gift, and we ask you in your mercy

to strengthen us through the same, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward on another—through Jesus Christ, your dear
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end. Amen

Nunc Dimittus 92

Lord, now let your servant depart | in | peace,
ac- | cording | to | your | word.
For my eyes have seen | your sal- | vation,
which you have prepared before the | face | of | all | people:



A light to lighten | the | Gentiles
and the | glory | of your | people | Israel.
Glory be | to the | Father,
and to the | Son, and | to the | Holy | Spirit,
As it was in | the be- | ginning,
is now, and ever shall be, | world with- | out | end. A- | men
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Bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Postlude: “How Firm A Foundation” Gilbert Martin

We remain seated, worshiping silently during the postlude,
standing at the end of the postlude to face the processional cross,
now at the rear of the sanctuary.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
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School Supplies Collection

The Women of St. Paul’s are collecting school supplies for Faith
Academy and Koontz Elementary. Donations may be placed in
the bins near the conference room or in the Narthex. Supplies will
be separated and delivered at the end of July. Below is a list from
both schools:

« composition books (marbled front and spiral bound)

« #2 pencils and fat pencils (for kindergarten students)

» highlighters + Kleenex

» glue sticks « Clorox Wipes

» book bags « crayons

* erasers « colored Pencils

« folders « Expo Markers (dry erase)
Organ Food Pantry

If you would like to help support the food pantry at Organ
Lutheran Church, you may bring items such as egg noodles,
canned fruit and vegetables, pasta/spaghetti and sauce, peanut
butter and jelly, and other non-perishable food items. There are
bins available at the entrances to leave your donations.

Video Techs Needed

We are looking for two tech savvy people to operate the video live
stream on a rotating basis, approximately one Sunday per month.
If you would like to learn the process to deliver our services to
members who can’t attend in person, and others around the
world, please contact the church office, or Matt Holland. Training
will be provided. We will miss Seth and Peyton, and we are very
thankful for their service to St. Paul’s.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking
to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
Philippians 2:3—4



General Fund

For the month of June, our expenses were greater than our income
by $11,654.62. As a church family, we ask you to prayerfully
consider ways to help.

Percentage Giving
Use this chart to help you decide what percentage of your annual income
to give in offerings per week:

Annual Weekly Giving (in Dollars)
Income 12% 10% 8% 6% 4% 2%

$5,200 12.00 10.00 8.00 6.00  4.00  2.00
$6,500 15.00 1250 10.00 750 5.00 250
$7,800 18.00 15.00 12.00 9.00 6.00  3.00
$9,100 21.00 1750 14.00 1050  7.00 3.50
$10,400 24.00 20.00 16,00 12.00 8.00  4.00
$11,700 2700 2250 18.00 1350 9.00 450
$13,000 30.00 25.00 20.00 1500 10.00  5.00
$14,300 33.00 2750 22.00 1650 ILOO 550
$15.600 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 12.00 6.00
$18200 42.00 3500 28.00 21.00 14.00 7.00
$20,800 48.00 40.00 32.00 24.00 16,00 8.00
$23,400 54.00 4500 36.00 2700 18.00  9.00
$26,000 60.00 50.00 40.00 30.00 20.00 10.00
$28,600 66.00 55.00 44.00 33.00 22.00 II.OO
$31,200 72.00 60.00 4800 36.00 24.00 12.00
$36,400 84.00 70.00 56.00 42.00 28.00 14.00
$41,600 96.00 80.00 64.00 48.00 32.00 16.00
$46,800 108.00 90.00 72.00 54.00 36.00 18.00
$52,000 120.00 100.00 80.00 60.00 40.00 20.00
$65,000 150.00 125.00 100.00 75.00 50.00 25.00
$78,000 180.00 150.00 120.00 90.00 60.00 30.00
$91,000 210.00 175.00 I140.00 105.00 70.00 35.00
$104,000 240.00 200.00 160.00 120.00 80.00 40.00
$117,000 270.00 225.00 180.00 135.00 Q0.00 45.00
$130,000 300.00 250.00 200.00 I150.00 I00.00 50.00
$150,000 346.00 288.00 231.00 173.00 II5.00 58.00



St. Paul’'s Men Train Trip July 27th

St. Paul’s Men heard a program last year detailing discovery

of “The Hitching Post Southerner” miniature train that ran in
the early 1950’s at the Hitching Post Drive-in Theater, located
where Faithful Friends animal shelter is today. The drive-in’s
owner purchased the train for what would be in today’s dollars
$173,000, to draw families to the drive-in movies. The train made
its debut on Sunday, August 27th, 1950, but after only a few years
was stored away in a shed for over 40 years. Learning of the
train in the 1990’s, William & Judy Deal eventually succeeded

in purchasing the train and embarked on what would become a
20-year restoration. They currently have it running at their home
in Lexington and have invited our men to come see and ride the
results of their incredible dedication and labor of love.

Those going should meet at the church at 6:0opm on
Monday July 27th. We’ll have dinner at Speedy’s Barbecue in
Lexington at 6:30pm, then travel to the Deal’s home for what
promises to be a unique experience. Men of all ages are invited
and encouraged to join us.

Youth & Family Cannon Ballers Night

Join us to watch the Cannon Ballers on August 14th at 7pm. If
you want to purchase food prior to the game, we will be meeting
at the Food Bank at 5:30pm. If not, you can meet us at the gates
at 6:30pm to get your tickets from us. We will be
purchasing the tickets ahead of time, so we need
to know asap how many tickets we will need.
The cut-off date is July 26th. You may use the
QR Code to fill out the form or go to this website:
https:/forms.gle/NdFswfFxwFMskHsA6

Youth & Family Clean Up for Homecoming

Mark your calendars for our annual youth event—“pew/shelter
clean-up”—on Friday, September 11th, at 6pm. Bring your
cleaning spirit along with vacuums, brooms, and cleaning cloths!
We will be providing pizza and dessert. We look forward to
seeing you there!



This Week’s Calendar

Sunday, July 26

« Sunday School, 9:30am

« Worship, 10:30am

« New member class #3, Noon in the chapel
« Vespers in the parsonage, 6pm

Monday-Friday
« Morning Prayer, 8:30am in the counting room;
Look for “Daily Word” on our website.

Monday, July 27

« Lutheran Men to Lexington for supper and train ride

Tuesday, July 28
« Bible Study 1oam and 6pm

Wednesday, July 29
 Fun Bunch Lunch, 11:30am, Lakeview Restaurant
+ Adult Choir practice, 6:30pm

Thursday, July 30

« Rowan Smart Start, toam-Noon

Sunday, August 2

« Sunday School, 9:30am

« Worship, 10:30am

» Recognition of new members, 10:30am

» Grace Ridenhour Circle, Noon in the pulpit side transept
« Bernhardt reunion, 12m at Christiana Lutheran Church

« Autumn Care worship service, 2pm

« Youth & Family Committee, 2pm

« Vespers in the parsonage, 6pm

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16—18



Recent Praver Needs Please notify the church office when a prayer
y request should be updated or removed from this list.

« Perry Bernhardt - recovering from surgery
» Larry Clark - recovering from surgery
+ Autumn Hill - recovering from injury
+ Judi Honbarger - recovering from surgery
« Sally Kruchkow - health concerns (Tiffany Holland’s grandmotbher)
« Tammy Leazer — upcoming surgery
« Alesia Lewis — health concerns
+ Sydney Lewis — upcoming surgery
+ Bob McCanless - health concerns
+ Chloe Monroe - upcoming surgery
+ Kay Moody - recovering from surgery
+ Kensley Phipps - recovering from surgery
(granddaugbter of Gail & George Reese)
« Will Poplin - health concerns (Ann Poplin’s son)
+ Melinda Redding - health concerns
+ George Reese - health concerns
« Linda Shirley — health concerns
+ Dick Smith - health concerns
+ Kelly Smith - health concerns (friend of Karen Charles)
+ Robin Wastler - recovering from surgery
(daughter of George & Gail Reese)
+ Jayne Weinhofer — recovering from surgery
(Dani Cottingham’s mother)
« Kathy Wilhelm - health concerns
« Hugh Wilhelm - health concerns
« Kenny Willis - health concerns (brother of Gina Wilbelm)
For a longer list of prayer needs, please consult The Monthly Epistle. This page in the bulletin

is to make you aware of the most recent prayer needs. Typically, after one montb on this list
the name and request will have migrated to The Monthly Epistle.

Pray for Our Homebound and Long-Term Care

Bermuda Commons: Edna Chapman « Terra Bella: Della Jenkins
Trinity Oaks: Lottie Simpson, Allen Burnett

Home: Terry and Susan Beeker, Barbara Deese, Sonya Eller, Shirley
Hoosier, Ruth Julian, Susie Page, Phillip and Melinda Redding, Dottie
Stancil, Jane Wilhelm



Previous Sunday’s Stats

General Fund offering 7/19 .......cccccccceveirnnnnnnsieccccccccenn, $15,544
Other offering 7/19 ...c.couoiriririririririeeieicieieicieetee e $2,089
Worship attendance 7/19 .......cooeveeerireeieieieieieieicceetnteeeee e 160
Sunday School attendance reported 7/19 ......c.ccceevevvirvirericieieicncccenaes 60

Children’s Change Collection

Last week’s total: $191.00 Total so far: $505.50
Children’s change collections this quarter
will support St. Paul Lutheran Seminary.

Total collected during the second quarter of 2026
for Marion Medical Mission: $2,229.00.

In the last two+ years, the children have collected
$27,733.62 for missions.

Total collected during the first quarter of 2026 to
benefit the Small Catechism Project: $2,213.00

The total collected for
Lutheran Military Veterans and Families
during the fourth quarter of 2025 was $2,396.

The total collected for Friends of Madagascar Mission
during the third quarter of 2025 was $2,248.50.

The total collected for The Table Ministry
during the second quarter of 2025 was $2,022.

The total collected for Lutherans for Life
during the first quarter of 2025 was $1,951.00.

More information about
St. Paul’s Missions may be found at
StPaulsLutheran.Church/Missionaries

Reminders: Information for weekly bulletins should be turned in to the church office

by Wednesday morning before Noon. Information for menthly newsletters needs to

be submitted during the 3rd week of each month or earlier. You may email, call, or bring
information. Also, please be sure your name and your family member’s names are written in
the friendship register each Sunday.
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Ninth Sunday of Pentecost, Year A

Find the answers in today’s lectionary readings from
Deuteronomy 7:6—9; Psalm 125; Romans 8:28-39; Matthew 13:44~52.
The English Standard Version is used to build this puzzle .

Solve online: https.://tinyurl.com/pentecostg A-crossword

ACROSS
The man who found the treasure did this with it.
God is said to keep his covenant this many generations, meaning
forever.
If God is forus,whocanbe us?
Neither this nor life can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
The Lord will surround or watch over his people this long.
Do good, O LORD, to those who are...
The third parable says the kingdom of heaven is like this.
We know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his...
God redeemed his people becausehe __ them.

Paul says no one can bring a charge against them.
God surrounds his people like this geographical feature.

DOWN
The kingdom of heaven is like this man searching for fine pearls.
Because the Lord loves steadfastly, he keeps this contract with his
people.
Peace be upon this people.
The Lord your God is this kind of God.
At the end of this the angels will separate the evil from the
righteous.
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a what?
Those who love the Lord are like this mountain.
God’s people are this kind of possession to him.
The scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted
to the...
The Lord’s Son is firstborn among many of these.
Those whom God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his....
The man who found one of these with great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.
God’s people are declared this to him.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922
Website: StPaulsLutheran.Church
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

Wi-Fi: splcguest - pass: SavedbyGrace
OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. — 12 Noon

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Brian Lord, Pastor
wingman@stpaulslutheran.church

Rev. Dr. Mark Ryman, Pastor
pastor@stpaulslutheran.church

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
secretary@stpaulslutheran.church

Dana Bost, Council President
Dana.Bostsg@gmail.com

John Brock, Music Director
splcmusicsalisbury@gmail.com

Johnsie Taylor, Organist
jtaylory83@aol.com
Judy Lowman, Treasurer
splgjwl63@gmail.com
Amy Barringer, Girl Scout Coordinator, abarringer@bellsouth.net

Next week’s lessons: Isaiah 55:1—5; Psalm 136:1-26; Romans 9:1—13; Matthew 14:13-21
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