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This Week’s Memory Verse

For his anger is but for a moment,
and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.
Psalm 30:5
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Welcome and Announcements

Prelude: “In Death’s Strong Grasp the Savior Lay” J. S. Bach

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 77
Stand and face the processional cross at the rear of the sanctuary.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnigfy your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Reflection and self-examination

"You shall have no other gods before me.

?You shall not take the name

of the Lord your God in vain;

for the Lord will not hold guiltless
those who take his name in vain.

3Remember the Sabbath day
to keep it holy.

+Honor your father

and your mother,

that your days may be long
in the land which the Lord
your God is giving you.

sYou shall not kill.
You shall not commit adultery.

7You shall not steal.



8You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.

You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
his workers, his livestock,
or anything that is your neighbor’s.

Confession and Absolution 77

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. By Christ’s authority alone,

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Hymn: “All Creatures of Our God and King” 527

Greeting 78

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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andforthe u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer

here their wor- ship and praise,
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N . |
(4 I | | I [ Il |
LA 1] | P | | Il |
ey O O & & & O I & e | I O Il |
I\JI ~ KX el e & = 1l ha 1 Il |
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men
Hymn of Praise 79
- ) [ )
| A = o | | | ]| = T ] | I f T ] |
« 1 1 | Py |- I | 1 = | 2|
D | 1 | i | a{ | - r ||
[ANRY 1 | 1 1 ] | 72 & 1 I 1
Y] 1 i et T
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
Nae . , . .
e E—— —— — — —1—
1 = ]
Y] hd - o T T
Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
Salutation and Prayer of the Day 82
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you raised up this fallen
world. Teach us whom you have rescued from endless death to
have the fullness of eternal joy, through the same Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. Please be seated.



First Lesson: Acts 9:1-—22

'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to
the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.

’Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. *And falling to
the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” SAnd he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he
said, “T am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. °But rise and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7"The men who
were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but
seeing no one. *Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes
were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. °And for three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

*Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.

The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I
am, Lord.” "And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, *and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him
so that he might regain his sight.” 3But Ananias answered, “Lord,
[ have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. *And here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 5But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry
my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.
1“For [ will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” 7So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who
appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.
8 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and
he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; “and taking
food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the

»



disciples at Damascus. **And immediately he proclaimed Jesus
in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” *And all who
heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made
havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has
he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before
the chief priests?” >2But Saul increased all the more in strength,
and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that
Jesus was the Christ. The word of the Lord.

Psalm 30

1T will exalt you, O LorDp, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
20 Lorp my God, I cried | out to you,
and you restored | me to health.
You brought me up, O Lorbp, | from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave.
+Sing to the Lorp, you ser- | vants of his;
give thanks for the remembrance | of his holiness.
sFor his wrath endures but the twinkling | of an eye,
his favor | for a lifetime.
‘Weeping may | spend the night,
but joy comes | in the morning.
"While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never | be disturbed.
You, Lorp, with your favor, made me
as strong | as the mountains.”
Then you | hid your face,
and I was | filled with fear.
9] cried to | you, O Lorb;
I pleaded with | the Lorp, saying,
*“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit?
will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
"Hear, O LorD, and have mer- | cy upon me;
O Lorp, | be my helper.”
?You have turned my wailing | into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;
O Lorp my God, I will give you | thanks forever.



Second Lesson: Revelation 5:1-14

"Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven
seals.2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the
scroll or to look into it, “and I began to weep loudly because no
one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. SAnd
one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he
can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

*And between the throne and the four living creatures and
among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and
took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on
the throne. #And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints.

9And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to
take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by
your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation, “and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the
earth.”

"Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, *saying with a
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and
blessing!” BAnd I heard every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and
honor and glory and might forever and ever!”*#And the four living
creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

The word of the Lord.



GOSPEI Acclamation picase stand for the Gospel. 83
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - Iu ia.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 21st chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, Lord.

Gospel: John 21:1-19

'After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the
Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter,
Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing.

“Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them,
“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” *He
said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you
will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to
haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple whom
Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for
he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea.

8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full
of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred
yards off. "When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire
in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. *Jesus said to them,
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” “"So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish,



153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not
torn. ?Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”

Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?”
They knew it was the Lord. 3Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and so with the fish. “This was now the third time
that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from
the dead. sWhen they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him,
“Feed my lambs.” *He said to him a second time, “Simon, son
of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 7He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter
was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love
me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. *Truly, truly, I
say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and
walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch
out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where
you do not want to go.” *(This he said to show by what kind of
death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him,
“Follow me.” The Gospel of our Lord.
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Praise to you, Christ.

Please be seated.

Confession of Faith 65
We profess our faith in God using the Apostles Creed.

T believe in God the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
’I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

)] believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Children’s Chat
Sermon: “The Revealing of Divinity”
Hymn: “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” 147

The Prayers of the Church 85

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people, according to their needs.

Following each prayer:
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Offering: Scan the QR code to the right to be taken
directly to the giving page on your phone or tablet.
Ushers will also pass the offering plates along each row.

Anthem: “Come Thou Fount” Adult Choir

Grace our table
with your presence!
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our possesions,
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Thanksgiving 88
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@ It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everliving God. But chiefly are we bound to praise
you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord—for he is the true
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to
eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”



The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

'hallowed be thy name,

*thy kingdom come,

sthy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
“Give us this day our daily bread;

sand forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
¢and lead us not into temptation,

’but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Holy Communion

Ifyou need a gluten-free wafer or juice, please bold up your index finger in front

of you as the server approaches you at the rail.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace. Amen
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Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food—
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—bless you now and
forever. Amen

Postlude:“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ~ R.Hobby
We remain seated, worshiping silently during the postlude,

standing at the end of the postlude to face the processional cross,

now at the rear of the sanctuary.

The Benediction 74

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen



Recent Prayer Needs

+ Gina Barringer - health concerns

« Marvin Burnett, father of Allen Burnett — Hospice care

« Wilbur Canup - health concerns

+ Dennis Cook, Luke Deal’s “Paw Paw” — recovering from surgery
« Barbara Deese — health concerns

+ Jan Dolan -health concerns; upcoming surgery

« Jimmy Earnhardt - health concerns

« Mary Lee Earnhardt - health concerns

« Tommy Huffman - health concerns, The Laurels, room 201

+ Randy Johnson - recovering from surgery

» Betty Niedens — health concerns; upcoming surgery

+ George Reese — health concerns

For a longer list of prayer needs, please consult The Monthly Epistle. This page in

the bulletin is to make you aware of the most recent prayer needs. Typically, after one
month on this list the name and request will bave migrated to The Monthly Epistle.

The Calendar this Week
Sunday, May 4

o Breakfast, 8:30am

« Sunday School, 9:30am

Christian Ed Committee, 2pm
Youth & Family Committee, 2pm

« Autumn Care worship service, 2pm
« Men’s Choir Practice, 4pm

» Vespers, 6pm

Monday, May 5

» Morning Prayer, 8:30am, chapel

« Facility Accessibility Committee, 6:30pm
« Hama Lingle Circle, 7pm

Tuesday, May 6

» Morning Prayer, 8:30am, chapel
Bible Study, roam and 6pm

« Girl Scouts, 6:30pm

Grace Ridenhour Circle, 6:30pm



Wednesday, May 7

« Classical Conversations, 8:30-3:30pm
« Morning Prayer, 8:30am, chapel

« Bumgarner Circle, 1oam

« Autumn Care Chapel service, 2pm

« Choir practice, 6:30pm

+ Youth Confirmation class, 7pm

Thursday, May 8

« Morning Prayer, 8:30am, chapel

« Rowan Smart Start, toam-Noon

+ Classical Conversations End of Year program, 4—8pm

Friday, May 9
« Morning Prayer, 8:30am, chapel
« Dance Class, 2pm

Saturday, May 10

« Sons of Confederate Veterans memorial service, roam-2pm

Sunday, May 11, Mother’s Day
« Sunday School, 9:30am
« No Vespers on Mother’s Day

May Blood Drive

The next blood drive in St. Paul’s fellowship hall will be
on Monday, May 19, from 1:30-6pm. You may make an
appointment at RedCrossBlood.org, or you may call Alice Davis
at 704-855-4930, or email her at pherfordl@yahoo.com.

Give: hope Uiy spying:

Give blood.
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Third Sunday of Easter

Find the answers in today’s lectionary readings from
Acts 9:1-22; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:1-14; Jobn 21:1-19.
The English Standard Version is used to build this puzzle.

ACROSS
The street name where the house of Judas was
He was standing as though he had been slain.
The psalmist cried to the Lord for this.
How many times had Jesus revealed himself post-resurrection by
this gospel lesson?
The scroll had how many seals?
What the early Christian movement was called
Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
were to cast it on the right side of the boat.
He is worthy to open the scroll.
They did not rejoice over the psalmist
As the threat to the disciples neared this city, a light shone
around him.
It is but for a moment.

The disciples were to be brought captive to this city.

DOWN
Itis for a lifetime.
The Lord brought the psalmist (and the Christ) up from there.
The one on the throne had this in his hand.
Jesus invited the disciples to join him for...
The sea where Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples
[t may tarry for the night, but joy comes in the morning.

. He was threatening the disciples.
. He was told to lay hands on a man from Tarsus.
. The prayers of the saints

Jesus asked some “children” if they have any...
The catch was 153 of what kind of fish?

. What the four living creatures said



He Did it Again

After a damp start, God blessed us with a beautiful, beautiful
day for this year’s Cruise ‘n Barbecue. We give him thanks for the
opportunity to show his love to so many people. As was reported
in our evaluation meeting, there were numerous comments from
visitors that the Cruise ‘n Barbecue is one of the best events of
its kind—and that’s thanks to each of you who volunteer and
make it happen. Our prayer now is that God will use the money
that was raised for Samaritan’s Purse, and multiply its reach to
help our western North Carolina neighbors, still reeling from the
devastation of hurricane Helene.

Final numbers will be reported in a couple of weeks after
all expenses are paid. In addition, a truck load of much needed
supplies was collected. The supplies have been delivered to Valley
Hope Church in Swannanoa. Thank you again to everyone who
made this year’s event so successful, and most of all, we thank
God for the opportunity to serve.

Mark Your Calendar

Planning is already underway for next year’s Cruise ‘n
Barbecue, with the Steering Committee anticipating what will
be required to hold the event as our building project will limit
availability of the back of the church and picnic shelter. As always,
one of the keys will be availability of volunteers, so please mark
your calendars and set aside April 25, 2026—always the last
Saturday in April. Thank you in advance!

Donations to Valley Hope Church

The Outreach Committee would like to thank all who
donated to Valley Hope Church during the Cruise-in. Ben and
Susan Bernhardt and Alan and Terri Powlas took the donations
to Swannanoa last Monday. They took a truck full of supplies and
stocked up the shelves there.

Valley Hope plans to close the store room in June, but will
still have a community and church supper on Mondays. They are
very appreciative of our help.



Stats

Easter Sunday

General Fund Offering (4/20) ......cccoevvueuirinneinnecineene e $6,619
Other Offering (4/20)...c.covveueerreiineieirrcetreeeeseees $2,220
Sunday School Attendance (4/20)......cccoveerieirieeneenieeeeeeeeenes 30
Some classes used time between Easter breakfast and worship service for fellowship.

Worship Attendance (4/20)....ccccoveeeererenenieieeeeseseseeeeeneas 207

Second Sunday of Easter

General Fund Offering (4/27) ...cocveevernceninnciineccenene. $7,030
Other Offering (4/27) ...ccoveveerreeireeerreceseeeseees $6,049
Sunday School Attendance (4/27) ...cccceeveevieenieeneeeeeeeeeeenns 65
Worship Attendance (4/27) . ..coeeeeeeererenenieeeeeeeeseseeeeeeae 190

Children’s Change Collection
Last Sunday: $156.50 Total $631.50

In the last two+ years, they have collected $18,058.12 for missions.

During the second quarter of 2025, the children’s change
collections which will benefit The Table Ministry.

The total collected for Lutherans for Life
during the first quarter of the year was $1,951.00.

In 2024, our children collected for the following:
« Dept. of Lutheran Studies, Gordon-Conwell - $1,929.50
« Lutherans for Life - $1,976.00
« St. Paul Lutheran Seminary - $1,869.50
« Lutheran Military Veterans & Family Ministries — $1,945.12

In 2023, they collected for the following missions and ministries:
« Lutherans for Life - $1,855
« Spiritual Orphans Network — $1,981
« St. Paul Lutheran Seminary - $2,019
« Lutheran Military Veterans & Family Ministries — $1,901



P

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922
Website: StPaulsLutheran.Church
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

Wi-Fi: splcguest - pass: SavedbyGrace

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. — 12 Noon

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dr. Mark Ryman, Pastor
pastor@stpaulslutheran.church

Brian Lord, Associate Pastor
wingman@stpaulslutheran.church

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
secretary@stpaulslutheran.church

Eric Barringer, Council President
ebarringer@bellsouth.net

John Brock, Music Director
splemusicsalisbury@gmail.com

Johnsie Taylor, Organist
jtaylor783@aol.com

Judy Lowman, Treasurer
splgwl63@gmail.com

Amy Barringer, Girl Scout Coordinator, abarringer@bellsouth.net
Next weeks lessons: Acts 20:17-35; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2016 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. . CCLI License # 11395633
St. Paul’s is a member congregation of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC.NET)



