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Welcome and Announcements

Prelude: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”	 Anna Laura Page

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness    	 77

Stand and face the processional cross at the rear of the sanctuary.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnigfy your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Reflection and self-examination

1You shall have no other gods before me.
2You shall not take the name 
of the Lord your God in vain; 
for the Lord will not hold guiltless 
those who take his name in vain.
3Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy.
4Honor your father 
and your mother, 
that your days may be long 
in the land which the Lord 
your God is giving you.
5You shall not kill.
6You shall not commit adultery.
7You shall not steal.



8You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.
9You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house.
10You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
his workers, his livestock, 
or anything that is your neighbor’s.

Confession and Absolution	 77

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. By Christ’s authority alone, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen

Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”	 151 

Greeting	  	 78

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie



Hymn of Praise	 79



Salutation and Prayer of the Day				          82

Almighty God, you have overcome death through your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and have opened to us the gate of 
everlasting life. We humbly beseech you, that as you put into our 
minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them 



to good effect—through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, forever one God. Amen

Please be seated. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 65:17–25 

	 17“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the 
former things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 18But 
be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I 
create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall 
be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20No 
more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an 
old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall 
die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall 
be accursed. 21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they 
shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They shall not build and 
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the 
days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain 
or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the 
blessed of the Lord, and their descendants with them. 24Before 
they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall 
not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Psalm 16
1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
	 I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my 
	 good a- | bove all other.”
2All my delight is upon the godly that are | in the land,
	 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3But those who run after | other gods
	 shall have their troubles | multiplied.



4Their libations of blood I | will not offer,
	 nor take the names of their gods up- | on my lips.
5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
	 it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
	 indeed, I have a | goodly heritage.
7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;
	 my heart teaches me, night | after night.
8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
	 because he is at my right hand I | shall not fall.
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
	 my body also shall | rest in hope.
10For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
	 nor let your holy one | see the Pit.
11You will show me the | path of life;
	 in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
	 right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:19–26

	 19If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when 
he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until 
he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation  Please stand for the Gospel.	 83



The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.

Gospel: Luke 24:1–12

	 1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women 
who had come with Jesus from Galilee] went to the tomb, taking 
the spices they had prepared. 2And they found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus. 4While they were perplexed about this, 
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
	 5And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? 6He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on 
the third day rise.” 
	 8And they remembered his words, 9and returning from the 
tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 
10Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother 
of James and the other women with them who told these things 
to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them. 12But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
and he went home marveling at what had happened.

Please be seated.



Reception of New Members 	 198–199

Let us together profess our faith in God using the Nicene Creed.
Do you believe in God the Father?
We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
	 he came down from heaven;
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
	and his kingdom will have no end.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
	and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection from the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Children’s Chat 

Sermon: “The Sum of the Doctrine”	

Hymn: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”		  352

The Prayers of the Church 	 85

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 
all people, according to their needs.

Following each prayer: 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Offering: Scan the QR code to the right to be taken 
directly to the giving page on your phone or tablet.	
Ushers will also pass the offering plates along each row.

Anthem: “Come, Proclaim the Victory”	 Adult Choir
The congregation is invited to sing the fourth verse with the choir.

Crown him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife
For those he came to save!
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high,
Who died, eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.

We welcome our guest trumpeter, Jerri Howard. 
Thank you for being with us for Easter worship.



Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our possesions, 
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Thanksgiving	 88



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everliving God. But chiefly are we bound to praise 
you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord—for he is the true 
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by 
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to 
eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”



The Lord’s Prayer 	 91

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 1hallowed be thy name, 
	 2thy kingdom come,
	 3thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
4Give us this day our daily bread;	
	 5and forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us;	
6and lead us not into temptation, 
	 7but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 

	 forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Holy Communion 	 92
If you need a gluten-free wafer or juice, please hold up your index finger in front 
of you as the server approaches you at the rail.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen



Pour out upon us the spirit of you love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food—
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— bless you now 
and forever. Amen

Postlude: “Trumpet Tune on ‘The Day of  Resurrection’”  J. Payne
We remain seated, worshiping silently during the postlude, 
standing at the end of the postlude to face the processional cross, 
now at the rear of the sanctuary.

The Benediction 	 74

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen



New Members
	 Today we welcome to our church family five new members. 
We are honored to receive the following persons into St. Paul’s 
membership:

Zachary Brown, Courtney Brown, 
Cassidy Brown, Laiklyn Brown,

Russ Restivo

College Scholarships	
	 If you are a member of St. Paul’s and will be going to college 
next school year, scholarship applications are available for 
you in the narthex and on the church website. Please have all 
applications in to the church office no later than May 1st.

Advance Raffle Ticket Sales
	 The incredible raffle baskets and prizes are one of the most 
popular features of the Cruise ‘n Barbecue, and one for which our 
events is known to be the best. In order to afford our volunteers 
an opportunity to avoid the rush on Saturday, volunteers may 
pre-purchase raffle tickets at the volunteer’s meeting on 
Thursday, April 24th. Tickets are $1 each or 30 for $20. Note that 
no provision can be made for lost or tickets forgotten and left at 
home, so be sure to hold on to and bring your tickets on Saturday. 
Drawings and awards will begin at 3:00pm.

Port-a-Pit Tickets Available
	 Port-a-Pit chicken dinner tickets will be available on the lawn 
after service on 20th. Each meal is $15. Tickets are also available 
from: • Travis Alligood  • Eric Barringer  • James Lyerly  
• Ben Bernhardt  • Perry Bernhardt  • Dana Bost  • Paul Canup  
• Tim Canup  • Larry Clark  • Jimmie Deal  • Tim Deal  
• Jimmy Earnhardt  • Myralyn Goodman  • Helen Gordon  
• Jerry Hilliard  • Wayne Hinson  • Johnny Lombard  
• Lindsay Lowman  • Kay Moody  • Brent Monroe  • Alan Powlas  
• Wayne Taylor  • Kenneth Whisnant  • Luke Ziegler 



Help Get the Word Out
	 Flyers for this year’s St. Paul’s Cruise ‘n Barbecue are 
available in the narthex for you to take and share with friends 
or post at your favorite gathering place. Like and share our flyer 
with your Facebook friends. Go to our page: Facebook.com/
stpaulscruisenbarbecue. Check the Facebook page and pass on to 
your friends an up-to-date list of items we will be collecting at the 
cruise-in for Valley Hope Church in Swannanoa. 

Raffles are Rolling In
	 We have 33 confirmed raffle baskets—a Barn Quilt square,  
Camping/tent basket, a framed Bob Timberlake print, Scentsy 
Basket, a gas grill, patio set and firepit, 4th of July basket, ice 
cream bucket, family-fun basket, Blackstone grill, quilts, glider, 
wheelbarrow basket, and several gift card baskets. If you would 
like to donate a basket, or some items for a basket, please contact 
Terri Powlas (704-637-6849, powlastb@gmail.com), or Susan 
Bernhardt (704-213-3232, srbernhardt@carolina.rr.com). 
	 Baskets need to be in the church fellowship hall by Thursday, 
April 24th. Do not bring baskets before the Easter Breakfast on 
April 20th, unless you can place it on the stage. Please hold Gift 
Card Baskets until Thursday, April 24th. Thanks to everyone 
for your interest in this event to help Western North Carolina 
with Samaritan’s Purse. 

Collection for Valley Hope Church, Swannanoa
	 Supplies for Valley Hope Church storeroom in Swannanoa
will be collected at the Cruise ‘n Barbecue on Saturday, April
26th. There will be a truck or trailer near the Outreach tent at the
picnic shelter in which to put your donations. If you have any 
questions about this collection, please contact Susan Bernhardt.
Only the following items will be accepted:

• White Rice  • Black Beans  • Masa  • Juice  • Shelf-safe Milk  
• Snacks  • Cookies  • Disinfectant Wipes  • Trash Bags  • Sponges  
• Small-size Laundry and Dish Soap  • New Socks and underwear  

• Mops  • Brooms  • Paper Towels  • Cleaning Sprays    
• Body Wash  • Deodorant  • Shampoo



Seasonal Choir
	 Would you like to sing at church, but you just don’t have the 
time to commit to a choir full-time? If so, consider joining the new 
seasonal choir! We plan to sing a few times a year, committing 
to about 4–5 weeks worth of practices in preparation for our 
performance. We will sing modern songs that have a strong 
Biblical basis, utilizing instruments beyond the piano and organ. 
If you are interested in participating, please meet with  John Brock 
and Heather Canup in the left transept right after church on 
April 27th, for a quick interest meeting. 

Sunday, April 20, Easter Sunday
•  Sunrise Service in the Cemetery, 7am
•  Breakfast in the fellowship hall, 8am
•  Easter Resurrection Service, 10:30am
•  Autumn Care worship service, 2pm
•  Vespers, 6pm

Monday, April 21
•  Church Office Closed
•  Council meeting, 6:30pm

Tuesday, April 22
•  Bible Study, 10am and 6pm
•  Girl Scouts, 6:30pm

Wednesday, April 23
•  Choir practice, 6:30pm
•  Youth Confirmation class, 7pm

Saturday, April 26
•  Cruise ‘N Barbecue, 9am–3pm

Sunday, April 27
•  College Ministry meeting with Pastor Brian, 4pm
•  Men’s Choir Practice, 
•  Vespers, 6pm



Recent Prayer Needs
•  Gina Barringer – health concerns
•  Marvin Burnett, father of Allen Burnett – Hospice care
•  Wilbur Canup – health concerns
•  Dennis Cook, Luke Deal’s “Paw Paw” – recovering from surgery
•  Barbara Deese – health concerns
•  Jimmy Earnhardt – health concerns
•  Mary Lee Earnhardt – health concerns
•  Randy Johnson – recovering from surgery

For a longer list of prayer needs, please consult The Monthly Epistle. 
This page in the bulletin is to make you aware of the most recent 
prayer needs. Typically, after one month on this list the name and 
request will have migrated to The Monthly Epistle.

Stats
General Fund Offering (4/13).................................................$9,639
Other Offering (4/13)............................................................ $4,244
Sunday School Attendance (4/13)................................................ 71
Worship Attendance (4/13)........................................................ 182

Children’s Change Collection
Last Sunday: $155.00  Total $305.50    

During the second quarter of 2025, the children’s change 
collections which will benefit The Table Ministry. 

The total collected for Lutherans for Life 
during the first quarter of the  year was $1,951.00.

In 2024, our children collected for the following: 
• Dept. of Lutheran Studies, Gordon-Conwell – $1,929.50  

• Lutherans for Life – $1,976.00
• St. Paul Lutheran Seminary – $1,869.50 

• Lutheran Military Veterans & Family Ministries – $1,945.12

In 2023, they collected for the following missions and ministries:
• Lutherans for Life – $1,855

• Spiritual Orphans Network – $1,981
• St. Paul Lutheran Seminary – $2,019

• Lutheran Military Veterans & Family Ministries – $1,901



Volunteer Assignments Posted
Thank you to everyone who is helping to make St. Paul’s 

Cruise ‘n Barbecue possible. Volunteer assignments are posted 
in the narthex and in the hall of the education building. Please 
check your time and assignment and make note for yourself. 
Every effort has been made to schedule according to your 
preferred time and work area. A special thank you to those who 
indicated you will help “wherever needed”. Should there be any 
problem please contact Tim Deal as soon as possible. 
We thank God for this opportunity to serve our Western North 
Carolina neighbors, devastated by hurricane Helene. We are 
blessed to have so many willing workers at St. Paul’s. 

Extra-Special Volunteer’s meeting—Thursday, April 24th
	 Mark your calendar for the Cruise ‘n Barbecue pre-event 
celebration and volunteer briefing, Thursday April 24th. T-shirts 
will be distributed as you enjoy refreshments beginning at 6:30pm 
in the fellowship hall. At 7:00 a very unique opportunity—we will 
hear a special presentation by Terry Eddinger who works with 
Samaritan’s Purse assisting those impacted by hurricane Helene. 
	 Rear Admiral Eddinger, U.S. Navy (Retired), who was 
our guest preacher back in October, earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Gardner Webb University, a Master of Divinity 
from Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of 
Philosophy from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
was commissioned in the U.S. Navy in 1995, reaching the rank 
of Rear Admiral. Terry will share heart-wrenching videos and 
personal experiences with Samaritan’s Purse to help us better 
understand the value of our work on April 26th, that will 
benefit our Western North Carolina neighbors. Also, again this 
year, volunteers may pre-purchase raffle tickets at the meeting in 
order to avoid the lines on Saturday.

Drink Donations
	 We appreciate Cheerwine working with us to make your do-
antions go further than purchasing drinks yourself. To donate for 
drinks you may use a blue envelope marked Barbecue Drinks.



Why We Help
	 Terry Eddinger with Samaritan’s Purse who will speak at our 
Cruise ‘n Barbecue volunteer’s meeting on Thursday evening, 
April 24th shared the following on Facebook: 
Paula was one of my cases. Paula lived in a house that any 
reasonable person would say they never had to fear flooding. 
The creek nearby was over 100 yards away and down a hill. In 
Hurricane Helene, the creek rose vertically 40 feet! It filled an 
area over 300 yards across with fast moving water. Her neighbor 
(across the street and closer to the creek) said the water rose over 
15 feet in less than 30 minutes. A young man in a kayak told 
Paula she had to leave her home, as her home was filling with 
water. He told her to get on the kayak. She is 72 years old and 
walks with a cane. She said, “I can’t.” He said, “You have to. The 
water is rising fast, and you have nowhere to go.” After a few 
more times saying no, she finally got on the kayak. They tried to 
leave the neighborhood by paddling down the street but couldn’t. 
The water was too swift. They went between the houses to her 
backyard. Before reaching the water’s edge, she fell off the kayak. 
She doesn’t remember how, but somehow, she got to the edge 
of the water. (She can’t swim.) She has a steep bank behind her 
house that connects her place with the next neighborhood higher 
up. Fortunately, she had a lawn service clean the underbrush 
off the steep bank a few weeks earlier or it would have been 
impassible. Neighbors on top of the bank lowered an extension 
ladder so she could climb it. But she wasn’t able climb it. So, they 
tied her to the ladder and pulled the entire ladder up the bank. 
She was saved. Other neighbors climbed the ladder to safety too. 
Still others, overtaken too fast by the water, climbed trees to stay 
out of the water. No one in this neighborhood died that day. 
Her house had to be gutted from 4 feet and below. Samaritan’s 
Purse bought some appliances, building materials, and bathroom 
fixtures for her and Reach Global installed them. She is one of 
many being helped in western North Carolina.
	 We thank God for the opportunity to help our neighbors such 
as Paula through St. Paul’s Cruise ‘n Barbecue on April 26th.



Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they 
had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found the 
stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as 
they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood 
by them in shining garments: and as they were afraid, and 
bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, “Why 
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: 
remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 
saying, ‘The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’” And 
they remembered his words.
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Seek Ye the Living?
Find the 37 bold words from Luke 24:1–8 KJV.
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